NUM 

Null, n.f. Something of no power, or no meaning. Marks 
in ciphered writing which Hand for nothing, and are inferted 
only to puzzle, are called nulls. 

If part of the people be fomewhat in the election, you 
cannot make them nulls or ciphers in the privation or tran- 
flation. Bacon's War with Spain. 

Nullibi'ety. n.f. [from nullibi, Latin.] The ftatc of being 
nowhere. 

ToNu'llify. v. a. [from nullus, Latin.] To annul; to 
make void. 

Nu'llity. n.f. [nullite, French.] 

1. Want of force or efficacy. 

It can be no part of my bufinefs to overthrow this diftinc- 
tion, and to (hew the nullity of it; which has been folidly 
done by moll of our polemick writers. South's Sermons. 

The jurifdidlion is opened by the party, in default of juf- 
tice from the ordinary, as by appeals or nullities. Ayliffe. 

2. Want of exiftence. 

A hard body ft ruck againft another hard body, will yield 
an exteriour found, in fo much as if the percuffion be over 
foft, it may induce a nullity of found; but never an interiour 
found. Bacon's Nat. Htft. 

NUMB. adj. [benumen, benumbed, Saxon.] 

1. Torpid ; deprived in a great meafure of the power of mo¬ 
tion and fenfation ; chill ; motionlefs. 

Like a ftony ftatue, cold and numb. Shakefpeare. 

Leaning long upon any part maketh it numb and afleep ; 
for that the compreffion of the part fuffereth not the fpirits 
to have free accefs; and therefore when we come out of it, 
we feel a Hinging or pricking, which is the re-entrance of 
the fpirits. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. 

2. Producing chillnefs ; benumbing, 

vVhen we both lay in the field. 

Frozen almoft to death, how he did lap me 
Ev’n in his garments, and did give himfelf 
All thin and naked to the numb cold night. Shakef 

To Numb. v. a. To make torpid ; to make dull of motion 
or fenfation; to deaden ; to ftupify. 

Bedlam beggars, with roaring voices 
Strike in their numb’d and mortify’d bare arms. 

Pins, wooden pricks, nails, fprigs of rofemary ; 

And with this horrible object, from low farms, 

Inforcc their charity. Shakef. K. Lear. 

She can unlock 

The clafping charm, and thaw the numbing fpell. Milt. 

Plough naked, fwain, and naked fow the land. 

For lazy winter numbs the lab’ring hand. Dryden. 

Nought lhall avail 

The pleafmg fong, or well repeated tale. 

When the quick fpirits their warm march forbear. 

And numbing coldnefs has unbrac’d the ear. Prior. 

The fool numbs me like the torpor. Bolingb. to Swift. 

Nu'mbedness. n.f. [from numbed.] Torpor; interruption of 
fenfation. 

If the nerve be quite divided, the pain is little, only a 
kind of ftupor or numbednefs. JVifcman's Surgery. 

To NU'MBER. v. a. [ nombrer, French ; numero , Latin.] 

1. To count; to tell; to reckon how many. 

If a man can number the dull of the earth, then (hall thy 
feed alfo be slumbered. Gen. xiii. 16. 

Number them by their armies. Numbers i. 3. 

I will number you to the fword. If lxv. 12. 

The gold, theveft, the tripods number'd o’er. 

All thefe he found. Pope’s Odyffey, b. 1 3. 

2. To reckon as one of the fame kind. 

He was numbered with the tranfgreflors, and bare the fin 

of many. . V ' liii - I2 * 

Nu'mber. n.f. [ nombre , French; numerus, Latin.] 

1. The fpecies of quantity by which it is computed how many. 

Hye thee, from this flaughtcr-houfe. 

Left thou increafc the number of the dead. Sha. Rich. III. 
The filvcr, the gold, and the vcirels, were weighed by 
number and by weight. £zra v, . lu 34 - 

Thou (halt take a few in number , and bind them in thy 

fkirts Eze *‘ v - 3 * 

There is but one gate for ftrangers to enter at, that it may 
be known what numbers of them arc in the town. Addifon. 

2. Any particular aggregate of units, as even or odd. 

This is the third time ; I hope good luck lies in odd num¬ 
bers : they fay there is divinity in odd numbers cither in na¬ 
tivity, chance, or death. Shakefp. M. W. of Wind. 

•}. Many ; more than one. 

Much of that wc are to fpeak may feem to a number per- 
• haps tedious, perhaps obfeure, dark, and intricate. Docker. 
Water lilly hath a root in the ground ; and io have ?. num¬ 
ber of other herb; that grow in ponds. Bacon. 

Ladies arc always «t great ulc to the party they " e » 
and never fail to win over numbers. Addtjon. 

a. Multitude that may be counted. 

(Jf him came nations and tribes out of number. 2 7 r 

Loud as from numbers without number. 


Milton. 
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Comparative multitude. , 

Number itfelf importeth not much in armies, where the 


N U M 

people arc of weak courage : for, as Virgil f avs 
troubles a wolf how many the Iheep be. ' ’ P ev ' e - r 

6. Aggregated multitude. ° acir - 

If you will, fome few of youfliall fee the place • an,) a. 
you may fend for your lick, and the reft 0 f v,! , , Cn 
which ye will bring on land. Bacon's N. Z- 

7. Harmony ; proportions calculated by number. * 

They, as they move 

Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 

Days, months, and fears, tow’rds his ..li-cheariri? |, m 

Turn fwift. s . .. P« 

8. Verfes; poetry. 

Should the mufes bid my numbers roll 
Strong as their charms. „ 

9. [In grammar.] 

In the noun is the variation or change of terminatio 
fignify a number more than one. When men firft invenJi! 
names, their application was to fingle things; but loon find 
ing it neceffary to fpeak of fevcral things" of the fame kind 
together, they found it likewife necelfary to vary or alter th 

n0Un "u 1 • ■ Claris Lot. Grammar. 

How many numbers is in nouns r — 

_ T wo . Shakefp. Merry IV. of fVtndfor 

Numberer. n.f [from number.] He who numbers. 1 
Nu'mberless. adj. [from number.] Imiumerable; more than 
can be reckoned. 

I forgive all; 

There cannot be thofe numberlefs offences 
’Gainft me. Sbaktfpea,,, 

About his chariot numberlefs were pour’d 
Cherub and feraph. Milton's Paradifc Ltjj . 

Defcrts fo great. 

Though numberlefs, I never lhall forget, Denham. 

The foul converles with numberlefs beings of her own crea¬ 
tion. Addifon's Spectator, NV. 488. 

He travels then a hundred leagues, 

And fullers numberlefs fatigues. Swift's MfulL 

Nu'mbles. n.f. [ tumbles, Fr.] The entrails of a deer. Eailtj. 
Nu'mbness. n.f. [from numb.] Torpor; interruption of ac¬ 
tion or fenfation; deadnefs; ftupefadtion. 

Stir, nay, come away; 

Bequeath to death your nutnbnefs ; for from him 
Dear life redeems you. Shakef. Winitr's Tale. 

’Till length of years 
And fedentary numhnefs craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obfeure. Milt. Agtn. 

Cold nutnbnefs ftrait bereaves 
Her corps of fenfe, and tn air her loul receives. Drnlxm. 
Silence is worfc than the ficrceft and loudelt accuJatiom ; 
fince it may proceed from a kind of numbnefs or llupidity of 
confcience, and an abfolute dominion obtained by fin over 
the foul, fo that it [hall not fo much as dare to complain, or 
make a ftir. South's Sermtta. 

Nu merable, adj. [numerabilis , Latin.] Capable to be num¬ 
bered. 

Numeral, adj. [ numeral, Fr. from numerus, Latin.] Relating 
to number ; confifting of number. 

Some who cannot retain the fevcral combinations of num¬ 
bers in their diftinct orders, and the dependants of fo long 
a train of numeral progreflions, are not able all their life time 
regularly to go over any moderate feries of numbers. Dut. 
Nu'merally. eulv. [from numeral.] According to number. 
The blafts and undulary breaths thereof, maintain no cer¬ 
tainty in their courfe; nor are they numeraliy fear’d by na¬ 
vigators. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, I.vu. 

Nu'merary. adj. [numerus, Lat.] Any thing belonging to a 
certain number. , 

A fupernumerary canon, when he obtains a prebend, 
comes a numerary canon. Ayliffe s Parer^sit. 

Numeration, n. f. [numetation, Fr. numeratto, Lattn.J 

1. The art’of numbering. . ._j 

Numeration is but ftill the adding of one unite more, 
giving to the whole a new name or fign, whereby to ^ 
it from thofe before and after. 

2. Number contained. l 

In the legs or organs of progreffion in animals, wc may 
fen e an equality of length, and parity of numeration. V 
■3 The rule of arithmetick which teaches the notauon 0 
bers, and method of reading numbers regularly notea. 
NUMERATOR. n.f [Latin.] 

2. [AwJir^’r.] That number which ferves as the common 

meafure to others. 

Numerical, adj. [from numerus, Latin.J 

1. Numeral; denoting number; pertaining to nu ™ tor f. 

The numerical changers are helps to the memo^ 
cord and retain the fevcral ideas about which 

2. l The fame not only in kind or fpecies, but nu ®^‘ CB ji I ly in 

Contemplate upon his afton.ftung ^ 

the reiurredion and reparation of the fame 
by a rc-union of all the fcattered parts. NoMB . R]CAl iv. 

7 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


N U P 

NuME ^TCAttY. adv. [ from numerical. ] Rcfpecling iame- 
ntis m number. 

I mull think it improbable, that the fulphur of antimony 
w m'd be but numernally different from the diiiillcd butter or 

oilofrofes. T . , _ . 

Nu'meRIst. n.f. [from numerus, Latin.J Une that deals in 

numbers. ,. , . 

We cannot aflign a relpcdive fatality unto each which is 
concordant unto the doctrine of the numerijts. Brown. 

Numero'sITY. n.f [from numerofus, Latin.J 

X. Number; theftateof being numerous. 

Qi afiertion if numerofty of aflerters were a fufficient de- 
monftraiion, we might lit down herein as an unqueftion- 
able truth. Brown’s V. Errours. 

2. Harmony; numerous flow. 

N umerous, adj. [numerofus, Latin.] 

J Containing many; coniifting of many ; not few ; many. 
Queen Elizabeth was not lb much oblervcd for having a 
numerous, as a wife council. Bacon. 

Wc reach our foes. 

Who now appear fo numerous and bold. Wedler. 

2. Harmonious; ccniilling of parts rightly numbered; melo¬ 
dious ; ir.ufical. 

Thy heart, no ruder than the rugged ftone, 

I might, like Orpheus, with my num'rous moan 
Melt"to companion. Waller. 

His verfes arc fo numerous , fo various, and fo harmonious, 
tint only Virgil, whom he profcffedly imitated, has ftirpaffed 
him. Dryden. 

N’u'merousxess. n.f [from nutnerous.] 

1. The quality of being numerous. 

2. Harmony; mulicalnefs. 

That which will diftinguilh his ftyle is, the numeroufnefs 
of his virfe. There is nothing fo delicately turned in all the 
Reman language. Dryden. 

Nu'mmaby. adj. [from nummus, Latin.] Relating to money. 

The money drachma in procefs of time decreased ; but all 
the while the pondcral drachma continued the fame, juft as 
our pondcral libra remains as it was, though the nummary 

. hath much dccreafed. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Nu mmular, adj. [nummularius, Latin.] Relating to money. 

Nu'mskull. n.f. [Probably from numb, dull, torpid, i^ferf- 
liole, and full. ] 

1. A dullard ; a dunce; a dolt; a blockhead. 

Or toes and fingers, in this cafe, 

Of Numfkulls fclf fhould take the place. Prir.r 

2. The head. In burlcfquc. 

They have talked like numfkulls. Arb. and Po,, e 

Nu m>kulled. adj [from mmjkutl .] Dull; ftupid j doltifh* 
Hocus has faved that clod-pated, numfulled, ninnyham- 
mcr of yours from rum, and all his family. J Bul , 

Nun. k.J. A woman dedicated to the feverer duties of re- 
l.giur., fccludcd in a cloifter from the world, and debarred 
by a vow trem the converle of men. 

My daughters 

Th ‘ ,? r ui ying KUnS ' "n 1 Wt5e P ir >g queens. Shake'b 
1 he moft blooming toaft in the ifland might have been a 

F . „ . , Addifon s Freeholder, n'. 4. 

. , Ev n- ft, C pherd was undone, 4 ‘ 

nJlf ^ um 

NJjcjatwuu n.f. Lad .,0 The 

AL^AC/O. n.f [Italian, from nuncio , Latin.] 

1. A meileiiger; one that brings tidings 

She will attend it better in thy youth 
1 nan in a nuncio of more -jravc afneft o> , 

I hey honoured the nuncios of the (brinir. 1 Shat ifP fore - 

Rhodians had a folemn fongto wdcomeIn’the r ^ ^ d D the 

2 . A fcmd of rpimuol envoy “ th ° 

1 his man was honouied with the -l 
to the Venetians. character of nuncio 

Nu'nckion. n. f. A piece of via ua l s eaten betwe 

. he^^A^ui^ 5 and ? u " c >.ions, 

Nuncu 

Nuncu __ 

baily pronouiKcd. 

Nu'neunary. } fr ° m r ‘ undin *> Lat.] Be¬ 

nder a vow of ciiXyrLi«jTto thcT $ ' 

Kd'Sion. to the feverer duties of 

1 put your lifter into a nunnery, with a ftriA 
to fee you, for fear yoiJ Ihouid ha c Jr comman d not 

French - ^ 

Confirm that amity 
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With nuptial knot, if thou vouchfafe to grant 
Bona to England’s king. Shakefp. 

Becaufc propagation of families proceedeth from the nup¬ 
tial copulation, f defired to know of him what laws and cui- 
toms they had concerning marriage. Bacon. 

Then all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch. Milton's Paradifc Lojh 

Whoever will partake of God’s fecrets, muft firft pare oft 
whatfoever is amils, and not cat of this facrifice with a de¬ 
filed head, nor come to this fcaft without a nuptial garment. 

Taylor. 

Fir’d with her love, and with ambition led, 

The neighb’ring princes court her nuptial bed. Dryden. 

Let our eternal peace be feal’d by this. 

With the firft ardour of a nuptial kiis. Dryd. Aurengzebe. 
NuVriALs. n.f. like the Latin without fingular. [nuptiar, Lat.] 
Marriage. 

This is the triumph of the nuptial day. 

My better nuptials, which in fpite of fate. 

For ever join me to my dear Morat. Dryd. Aurcngz. 

2. It is in Shakefpeare fingular, but contrarily to uie. 

Lift up your countenance, as ’twere the day 
Of celebration of that nuptial, which 
We two have fworn lhall come. Shakef. W. Tale. 

NURSE, n.f. [nourrice, French.] 

1. A woman that has the care of another’s child. 

Unnatural curiofity has taught all women, but the beggar, 
to find out nurfes, which neceffity only ought to commend. 

Raleigh’s Hijhry of the World. 

2. A woman that has care of a fick perfon. 

Never mafter had, 

A page fo kind, fo duteous, diligent. 

So feat, fo w«r/*-like. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

One Mrs. Quickly, which is in the manner of his nurfe, 
or his Ary nurfe or his cook. Shakef M. W. of Wind. 

3. One who breeds, educates, or protects. 

Rome, the nurfe of judgment. 

Invited by your noble fe!f,~hath fent 
One general tongue unto us. Shakef. Henry VIII. 

We muft lofe 

The country, our dear nurfe, or clfc thy perfon. 

Our comfort in the country. Shakefp. Coriohr.us. 

4. An old woman in contempt. 

Can tales more fenfclefs, ludicrous, and vain, 

Th r nter ; fi L rCS old cntcrta in l Bladmre. 

5- I he ftate of being nurfed. 

Can wedlock know fo great a curfe. 

As putting hulbands out to nurfe ? C/eave/and 

6. In compohuon, any thing that Applies food 

To Jtes£, Kr ihe noun ’ or by 

1. To bring up a child not one’s own. 

Shall 1 call a nurfe of the Hebrew women th at ft, 
nurfe the child ? women, that Ihc may 

2. To bring up any thing young. E *‘ "* 7 * 

1 was in fwaddlingJoafos with cares. W,fd vii - 

Him in Egenan groves Aricia bore, J 7 ' 

2 To ted’"* t S y ° Uth a '° n S thc mar % ftorc. 

3 ’ 1 ,’ to keep; to maintain. 

Thy daughters fnall be nurfed at thy fide. 

AW 1 r hC ^ lfca " S ln their dark abode, 

4 . tSKL" 4 milk thc thrivi "s God. 


Dryden. 
7 /lx. 4 . 

__ Addifon. 

5 ' T An P d 3m what is foS X'Z'T'T.k* ™ ten J tochcrilh. 


And what is ftren-th 5 tochcri A- 

t,n f **/*> bow can it ever ceafc ? ^ ° y ° Uth} W r h , ich if 

Ily What fate has vice fn thr),,™ n Davies. 

hoods been nurCJ up i„ t0 fo 

Wcre ac hoowIedged frf' 

NoVshh J mrM “ ,CrS w " c ' 

1. One that nurfes. J 

See where he lies, inherfed in the arms 

On her ,hou S ht « fepyreft 

2. That which is the object of a nurft-’s f Ja *'Sp* art ' s K. 

3- A plantation of young fremo hA 6 g r 3 i d,ier grew> ' wwon 

Your nutfery of ft 0 S cks Wplante* 1 to other ground! 

the ground is whercunto you Lm * T* barr «> ground 
x8 I ° > 0U removc them. Bacon. 

My 


Lear 


Milton. 
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